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Grace Church                      November 27, 2022 

Psalm 122, Matthew 24: 36-44, Romans 5: 1-5        

Pastor Jonathan 

 

“How does God help us grow in hope?” 

 

Last week I started the sermon time with the question, “What do you look 

forward to in your life?” Another way to talk about this is to talk with you 

about how you think about what expectations you have on yourself and 

others. Do you expect to have near perfect health, strength, memory, acuity, 

and ability to choose among a number of wonderful options? Or do you 

mitigate those health states with some of the deficits you have personally? 

How do you manage thinking about your health and how does your health 

affect what you look forward to doing and being? This also applies to those 

close to you. How does their health affect your future plans and 

expectations? 

 

We could also talk a long time about these things alone. But then think about 

time and money in similar ways. How do limits on your time and your 

finances impact your future plans? We are all limited in what we have, only 

24 hours in a day, only sixty minutes in an hour, only so many years on this 

earth. So often in our lives we have more time but not much money to do 

what we want to do, or the opposite, money but no time to do it. Of course 

these limits have often to do with our choices of employment, relationships, 

family, as well as circumstances beyond our control. Most of us have a great 

deal of choice in how we use our time. A lot has to do with how we manage 

our expectations. As our experience of time speeds up as we approach the 

end of our time here on earth, we recognize the voice of the Lord teaching us 

to number our days through Moses in Psalm 90: 12. How are you managing 

your expectations of your time and your money? Do you treat both as yours? 

Or do you remember that both are given to you as a gift by the Most High 

God? Then you can give of both freely to the One who created you and His 

causes, without fear of judgment or condemnation. 

 

Hope is a tricky subject for those of us who struggle on the edge of 

hopelessness. How do we manage our expectations of the future appropriate 

to the God whom we serve? 

 

How did Abraham take seriously the promises of God for him being the 

“father of nations” when he and his wife Sarah could not conceive? (Romans 
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4:17) Abraham chose to believe and trust God when he could not see right 

now how the future would be a hopeful one. Paul says Abraham believed the 

“God who gives life to the dead and call things that are not as though they 

were.” (Romans 4:17) What does that mean? It means things look bad now. 

There appears to be no way that God could accomplish his promise to 

Abraham, yet Abraham believes him and God comes through. 

 

“Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of 

many nations, just as it had been said to him…” even though “his body was 

as good as dead being about a hundred years old and Sarah’s womb was 

dead as well…” (Romans 4: 18-19) God wanted to make sure that Abraham 

understood and Sarah too that He was doing something supernatural, that 

could not be conceived in their mind or their bodies about what was going 

on. Some of us feel we understand what is going on here and begin to 

proclaim our situation at Grace Church, as a congregation, as hopeless. Our 

future is hopeless. Only division and disintegration is what some see. And 

that is true, if God is not with us. But if God is with us, then we have reason 

for great hope, for this is the God of hope whom we serve (Romans 15: 13). 

And if God is for us, who can be against us? (Romans 8:31) We have a 

choice, because ironically we can be against us. But as we draw close to 

God, listen to Him, trust Him who has supernatural power and the ability to 

turn curses into blessings, then we can have hope. Real hope. 

 

Pastor Jonathan, what does this hope look like? It looks like faith and trust in 

God for eternally planning our lives with Him after this life when this body 

is over, a new body is given us and believing that what God says in this 

regard is true. How do you know there is a heaven, that you will have a 

resurrection body following this one, that this life is not the final word on 

our existence as human beings. Paul puts it this way: 
22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the 
pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 23 Not only so, but 
we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly 
as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of 
our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is 
seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already 
have? 25 But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it 
patiently. 

So if we trust God for our futures ultimately, that is through our personal 

deaths into our resurrection bodies, based on what we believed Jesus himself 
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went through for us, then why can’t we believe in our shorter term future for 

God’s blessing and best on us as we trust Him now? 

 

Paul tells us to not be impatient children who want it all now. All of us who 

have matured in this life have learned you cannot eat everything you want at 

all times. If you do, you are putting your health in great turmoil. When I 

asked my dad as a child why he never ordered dessert in a restaurant, he 

used to say, “If I ate everything I wanted to eat, I wouldn’t be able to fit 

through the door of the restaurant.” You have to wait to eat sometimes, in 

fact, often. We teach our children, and God teaches us that we cannot have 

everything we want when we want it because we want it. We have to put off 

our desires and cut off some of them as well. We know this about our 

appetites, and similarly if we feel we need to slap someone or hit someone or 

sexually come on to someone. We don’t just follow the urge. If we do, we 

are in trouble, aren’t we? God teaches us about delayed gratification as a 

part of hope. The fact that we cannot have everything we want right now can 

teach us a lot about what God is doing in this present life in our lives. He is 

teaching us the way to hope. What is that teaching? 

 

Paul says in Romans 5 that the key is faith in Jesus Christ. I once again urge 

you to place your faith and trust in Him. (5:1) He has accomplished for you 

what you cannot accomplish for yourself—the forgiveness of your sins, and 

a life in relationship with God where you live for Him rather than just for 

yourself. Trusting Jesus results in justification—being made right or just in 

God’s sight by Jesus’ sacrifice—just as if you had not sinned. This means 

that although our whole life has been in rebellion to God, “sinful” as the 

Bible says, nevertheless Jesus gives us peace with God and a living 

relationship with Him that ensures we will be with God forever, as opposed 

to apart from Him forever. Choose Jesus again today. Give your life to Him. 

As you do, you then can “rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.” (5:2) This 

means that you will be in God’s very presence forever, and everything that 

we have gone through in this life is worth it, because the new heaven and the 

new earth will be a wonderful life, lit by God’s presence, with the wiping 

away of tears, and the healing of the nations. (Rev. 22: 1-5) 

 

But before we get there, and experience the things we have hoped for—for 

so many years, we have a few things to learn here in this life. How do we 

learn to hope? The quick answer is “through adversity.” Many of us thought 

it would be university where we would learn all that we need to learn. But 

Paul tells us it is in adversity. The only way to build the muscles is to exert 
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them with weights and other pressures against them. Our faith and hope is 

the same way. 

 

That’s why Paul says we “rejoice in our sufferings.” (Romans 5: 3) James 

says, “Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials 

of many kinds…testing your faith…” (James 1: 2) And Peter says, “In this 

you greatly rejoice (the new birth you have experienced), though now for a 

little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. These have 

come so that your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even 

though refined by fire—may be proved genuine…” (1 Peter 1:6-7) 

 

All the apostles agree that God teaches us to hope when our faith and trust in 

God is opposed by others. It is in rising up against the opposition, 

(remembering that our battle is not against flesh and blood but the devil and 

his forces) that we grow in our trusting God through difficult and even 

horrible loss, pain and grief. We learn this outside the church with people of 

many religious backgrounds or of none. We learn this inside the church with 

people of many religious backgrounds or of none. There will always be 

people and situations that will oppose your faith and trust in God through 

Jesus Christ. That is part of growing in your faith. It is not optional. The 

only way it is optional is if you give up your faith and trust in Jesus Christ, 

which is not recommended, because you will meet Him one day, even if you 

don’t want to. It is better to meet Him now and trust Him now and give 

yourself to Him now. Then when he comes again, we will not be taken by 

surprise. On the day He comes, we will be able to say, “Nice to see you, 

Lord. Is it time to go?” And He will tell us. 

 

Suffering for our faith and trust in God produces a perseverance or 

endurance that helps us continue in the relationship even when we don’t 

have all the answers, spiritually or otherwise. We simply know that Jesus is 

faithful, and hope in the future that He says is assured, because He is who 

He says He is. This in turn produces a faithful dependence upon Him that 

becomes a part of who we are, a part of our character, that which identifies 

us as Jesus’ own. In the end, the Scriptures says, there will be a beast that 

requires a mark that identifies his followers. (Rev. 13: 16-18) This is likely 

not a tattoo or bar code or credit card. It is something that identifies us as 

anti-Jesus or anti-God. It is on our right hand or on our foreheads. The right 

hand is the symbol of what we do regularly. It is the symbol of what 

characterizes us. Is there enough of what you do daily to convict you of 

being a Christian? Similarly, what is there in your thoughts, symbolized by 
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the forehead, that could be heard and understood as being a follower of 

Jesus? In our actions and our thoughts we are known to be followers of Jesus 

or something else or someone else. This will be readily known in the last 

days. Let us be characterized in our thoughts and deeds as followers of 

Christ, today and forever. 

 

Finally, Paul teaches that the suffering and perseverance and character 

somehow morphs into a hopefulness that cannot be denied. Do you know the 

Lord Jesus Christ? How does that relationship transform you in a way that 

others can see? Do they see you have hope? Do they see you struggle with 

being hopeful? As you do, do you share your struggles with them that they 

might know how you indeed trust God through the hardest and the best parts 

of your life? 

 

As we struggle through the hardest season of our congregation and as we 

struggle as individuals trusting the God of the Universe who is able to do 

more than we can ask or imagine, let us know that God is working in us to 

do what is pleasing to Him as we trust Him. 

 

And now: May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you 
trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the 
Holy Spirit. (Romans 15: 13) 
 
Let us pray. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


